Name: ________________

Technological Disasters

A variety of factors are involved in the production and use of technologies and often mistakes or poor decisions are made.  The results of these errors are often tragic.

Assignment

You and your partner are to pick a technological disaster and prepare a 3.5-5 min presentation to the class.  You may make a poster, power point, written report, or video to show to the class as your presentation. You should also bring props to demonstrate how the tragedy occurred.

The following information should be in your poster and in your presentation.

1. Historical Details 
· Where did the disaster occur? ( city and country)

· When did the disaster occur? 
· Describe what was happening in the place before the disaster occurred?  (i.e. war time? Political situation? ) 
2. Disaster Description 
· Describe in detail what happened. 
· Include a labeled diagram that explains how the disaster occurred. 
· How many people were killed/ injured?  What exactly killed/injured them? (burns, explosions, drowning etc.) 
3. Clean Up
· How was the disaster cleaned up?  
· How long did it take to clean up the disaster? 
4. Technology description 
· Describe the technology behind the disaster.  You should include a diagram. 

5. Causes of the disaster 
· Did the disaster occur because of a lack of information?

· Did the disaster occur because of human error?

· Did the disaster occur because of people making poor decisions?

· Did anyone predict that the technology might cause a disaster? (Were there any warning signs?)

· Were there any political pressures that caused poor decisions to be made?

6. Impact on Science and Technology and Society (Choose 5 points only from this section)   
· How has the science behind the technology changed?

· What new ideas, processes, or procedures in science have emerged due to the disaster?

· Is the technology involved in the disaster still in use today?  If not, what has replaced it?

· How has the technology changed since the disaster has occurred?
· What was the reaction of the society to the disaster?

· Are there new safety standards or protocols in place today?  If so describe them.  What has society done to ensure that the disaster does not happen again?

· What good ideas/organizations or results came as a result of the disaster?

· How does society currently feel about this technology today?

7. Other interesting information
· State 5 other things you learned or found out while researching the disaster.

8. Bibliography 
You must include the following resources:

a) Database source (Ms. Leblond will show you how to do this)

b) Book/Encyclopedia source

c) Another source of your choice

You will be provided with a handout that explains how to cite your sources

9. Presentation (10 marks)

· Loudness and voice clarity





· Professionalism







· Creativity








We will have library time and class time to work on your project.  If you do not complete the project in this time, you will have to finish it for homework.

